
Date: 13 April 2013 

Location: Granite Mountain, near Snoqualmie Pass, WA 

Accident: 3 caught, 2 survirors suffered bruises, dislocated shoulder, 1 fatality 

Submitted by: Garth Ferber and Dennis DôAmico (Northwest Avalanche Center) 

 

Comments from Garth Ferber and Dennis DôAmico, (Northwest Avalanche Center - NWAC): Personnel from 

the NWAC communicated with Search and Rescue personnel for this report and did not have communication 

with the victims. Apparently the party of 3 were on foot and intended to climb Granite Mtn. They were caught 

in the avalanche at about 1240 pm (unknown if PST or PDT) at about 4668 feet according to data from a GPS 

carried by one of the survivors. The GPS data also indicates that the survivor reached a speed of 53 mph as he 

was carried down the mountain. After the avalanche the 2 survivors were on the surface or partly buried but 

able to self extricate at about 3200 feet and the party leader was missing. The 2 survivors then summoned help, 

via cell phone. Further information is given below as communicated to the NWAC. 

 

Paraphrased comments from Detective Edward Christian (King County Search and Rescue Coordinator):  The 

survivors said they were climbing about 5 feet apart (at 4668 feet according to the GPS data) and that they 

believed the snow released under and near the party. They could not breath while in the avalanche and rode the 

avalanche down to about 3200 feet sustaining bruises and a dislocated shoulder by one survivor. The survivors 

said that the victim had lent them equipment for the climb. There was no avalanche rescue gear (beacon, shovel, 

probe) in the party.  

 

The victim eventually became uncovered by melting snow but was intially buried by more than 10 feet of snow 

since organized probing was unsuccessful. The area was kept closed as a crime scene until the vicitm was 

recovered on the 8
th
 of May. The victim died of asphixiation by compression. 

 

Paraphrased comments from Bram Thrift (Alpental Ski Patrol): The Alpental ski patrol received calls regarding 

the accident in the early afternoon. Bram and 2 other patrollers arrived at the Granite Mtn trailhead about 330-

400 pm. One survivor departed from the parking lot on their arrival. They went up the trail and met the other 

survivor coming down the trail. One of the survivors said the group was hiking up the gully and intended to 

reach the summit.  He also mentioned that he thought the avalanche might have started from above at he felt 

ñslammedò by the snow.  

 

A search for the victim including quick spot probing was made from about 2900-3800ô without success. Further 

dog search teams and Search and Rescue personnel arrived around dusk and another quick search was 

performed. Most personnel departed shortly after due to further avalanche concern. On what I believe was the 

Wednesday after the accident an extensive organized probing search was performed without success.  

 

The recovery of the victim was finally made on 8 May 2013 about 710 am by Alpental ski patrol personnel, 

Backcountry Avalanche Rescue K9s (BARK),  King County SAR Ski Partol Rescue (SPART) after an advance 

assessement of avalanche danger. The victim was found at 3720ô, partly exposed due to melting, head downhill 

on his right side on the skiers left side of the gully, about 300ô above where the summer trail crosses the gully. 

His pack with 2 ice axes attached was still on him. 



 
Google Earth image with locations based on elevation information and information from King County Search and Rescue. 

 

 
Photograph with locations estimated by Bram Thrift, Alpental Ski Patrol. 



 

 

 
Route information from victims GPS provided by King County Search and Rescue. 

 

Further comments from Garth Ferber and Dennis DôAmico, (Northwest Avalanche Center - NWAC): This 

storm arrived somewhat stronger than expected. However, expected avalanche and weather conditions were 

fairly well described in the avalanche forecast that was available via the NWAC web site the prior evening. 

Rapid loading and warming seen in the weather station data undoubtedly contributed to unstable snow 

conditions that day (see weather station data and avalanche and mountain weather forecasts below). Shooting 

cracks and a few triggered avalanches from the Snoqualmie Pass area were reported via the local Turns All 

Year web site later that day: 

 

http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28266.0 

http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28274.0 

http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28271.0 

http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28264.0 

 

 

Our best guess based on the available and somewhat limited information is that it was a soft storm slab that may 

have been human triggered or naturally triggered above or by the group. We do not know if anyone in the group 

had any avalanche education or had seen a recent avalanche forecast. 

http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28266.0
http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28274.0
http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28271.0
http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28264.0


 
Alpental weather station data for the 24 hours ending 4 AM PST, 13 April 2013. 

 
Alpental weather station data for the 24 hours ending 4 AM PST 14 April 2013.  Time of the accident was roughly 1240 PM 

(unknown if PST or PDT).  The data tables are in PST.  



 

Snoqualmie weather station data for the 24 hours ending 4 AM PST 13 April 2013. 

 

Snoqualmie weather station data for the 24 hours ending 4 AM PST 14 April 2013.  



Detailed Avalanche Forecast 

Northwest Weather and Avalanche Center Seattle Washington  

1800 PM PDT Fri Apr 12 2013  

This forecast applies to back country avalanche terrain below 7000 feet and does not apply to developed 
ski areas or highways.  

Please note:  The NWAC will end regularly scheduled mountain weather and avalanche forecasting on 

Sunday 14 April and change to spring operations which is normal at this time of year. Staff at the NWAC 

will continue to monitor weather and snow conditions in the Ol ympics and Cascades during the spring and 
issue special avalanche statements after this date when conditions warrant.  

Zone Avalanche Forecasts 

Forecast for: Olympics, Stevens Pass, Snoqualmie Pass, White Pass, WA Cascades near and 
west of crest - north of Stevens Pass, WA Cascades near and west of crest - between Stevens 
and Snoqualmie Pass, WA Cascades near and west of crest - between Snoqualmie and White 
Pass, WA Cascades near and west of crest - south of White Pass 

Summary Danger Forecast For Saturday 

 

 
Overall Danger 

Trend 

Saturday: Considerable avalanche danger above 4000 feet and moderate below increasing strongly in the 

afternoon. Avalanche danger decreasing late Saturday night. 

 

Concerns  

Concern Aspect Size Trend 

http://www.nwac.us/education/dangerrose/
file://sinter/education/concerns/
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Summary Danger Forecast For Sunday 

 

 
Overall Danger 

Trend 

Sunday: Considerable avalanche danger above 4000 feet and moderate below decreasing slightly. Avalanche 

danger slightly decreasing further Sunday night. 

 

Concerns  

Concern Aspect Size Trend 


