
Date: 13 April 2013 

Location: Red Mountain, Snoqualmie Pass, WA 

Accident: several persons partly or completely buried, 1 fatality  

Submitted by: Garth Ferber and Dennis DôAmico (Northwest Avalanche Center) 

Comments and photos from Andrew Toyota (Everett Mountain Rescue): 

 ñOn 4/13/13 at 2:15pm, Everett Mountain Rescue Unit (EMRU) was requested to assist Seattle Mountain 

Rescue with an avalanche accident at Red Mountain, WA.  Two subjects from a group of 13 snowshoers, were 

reported missing after an avalanche 

that occurred about an hour before. 

The Reporting Party (RP) called 911 

but GPS coordinates could not be 

determined.  EMRU deployed a team 

which consisted of 3 mountain 

rescuers and a search K9 from the 

trailhead at 3:10pm. At 3:30pm, 

EMRU located 4 subjects who had 

been separated from the group after the 

avalanche. These subjects were 

escorted back to their vehicles by other 

rescue teams. At 5:15pm, EMRU 

made voice contact with the RP.  By 

5:45pm, EMRU reached the accident 

site to find 6 subjects as 3 more 

subjects had already departed the 

accident site. Based on interviews, 

EMRU learned that several subjects 

had been partially or completely buried 

between 10 minutes and > 45 minutes. 

Upon EMRU's arrival, one subject was deceased and the others were ambulatory. Given the continued 

inclement weather, an EMRU member escorted the ambulatory subjects down the ridge to meet incoming 

rescue teams. At 6:30pm, other rescuers from Tacoma Mountain Rescue, Central Mountain Rescue and ESAR 

joined EMRU to rig a series of hauls & lower for 800' to evacuate the deceased subject down to the trail. By 

12:00am, all rescuers and subjects were out of the field.  

 

Avalanche was estimated to be size 1.5-

2 and occurring on a SW aspect, ~32 

degree slope at 4800'. No evidence if it 

was natural or human triggered.   

 

 

 

 

 

The accident site looking up the avalanche path 4-13-2013. 

The accident site looking down the chute where a subject was evacuated 4-13-2013. 



 

Paraphrased comments from Detective Edward Christian 

(King County Search and Rescue Coordinator):  

 

Neither the solo snowshoer (victim) nor anyone in the large 

group was carrying avalanche rescue equipment (beacon, 

probe, shovel) carried. The victim was buried at a depth of 

about 5 feet and found by digging in the area she was 

believed to be buried. There were 2 burials, one the deceased 

solo snowshoer and the other from the larger group. There 

was a language barrier between rescuers and the large 

snowshoe group that may have hindered communications.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments from Garth Ferber and Dennis DôAmico, (Northwest Avalanche Center - NWAC):  This storm 

arrived somewhat stronger than expected. However, expected avalanche and weather conditions were fairly 

well described in the avalanche forecast that was available via the NWAC web site the prior evening. Rapid 

loading and warming seen in the weather station data undoubtedly contributed to unstable snow conditions that 

day (see weather station data and avalanche and mountain weather forecasts below). Shooting cracks and 

triggered avalanches from the Snoqualmie Pass area were reported via the local Turns All Year web site later 

that day: 

 
http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28266.0 

http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28274.0 

http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28271.0 

http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28264.0 

 

From Andrewôs description, the GPS track and the map it seems likely the accident occurred pretty close to 

where the Red Mountain trail crosses the 4800ô contour on Red Mountain (see map below).  

 

Personnel from the NWAC communicated with Search and Rescue personnel for this report and did not have 

communication with the victims. Second hand and news media information indicates that the victim was 

snowshoeing solo with her dog and following a larger party. The avalanche apparently divided the larger party 

and then they noticed the dog was still present but the victim was missing.  Our best guess based on the 

available and somewhat limited information is that it was a soft storm slab that may have been human triggered 

or naturally triggered above the group. We do not know if anyone in the large group had any avalanche 

education or had seen a recent avalanche forecast. 

 

The path rescuers established to reach the accident site  4-13-2013. 

 

http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28266.0
http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28274.0
http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28271.0
http://www.turns-all-year.com/skiing_snowboarding/trip_reports/index.php?topic=28264.0


 
Alpental weather station data for the 24 hours ending 4 AM PST, 13 April 2013. 

 
Alpental weather station data for the 24 hours ending 4 AM PST 14 April 2013.  Time of the accident was roughly 1-130 PM PDT.  

The data tables are in PST.  



 

Snoqualmie weather station data for the 24 hours ending 4 AM PST 13 April 2013. 

 

Snoqualmie weather station data for the 24 hours ending 4 AM PST 14 April 2013. 



 

 

 

Google Earth image and GPS track by the rescue party to and from accident site provided by Andrew Toyota. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approximate location victim was caught in the avalanche based on rescuers GPS track, narrative and pictures. 



Detailed Avalanche Forecast 

Northwest Weather and Avalanche Center Seattle Washington  

1800 PM PDT Fri Apr 12 2013  

This forecast applies to back country avalanche terrain below 7000 feet and does not apply to developed 
ski areas or highways.  

Please note:  The NWAC will end regularly scheduled mountain weather and avalanche forecasting on 

Sunday 14 April and change to sp ring operations which is normal at this time of year. Staff at the NWAC 

will continue to monitor weather and snow conditions in the Olympics and Cascades during the spring and 
issue special avalanche statements after this date when conditions warrant.  

Zone Avalanche Forecasts 

Forecast for: Olympics, Stevens Pass, Snoqualmie Pass, White Pass, WA Cascades near and 
west of crest - north of Stevens Pass, WA Cascades near and west of crest - between Stevens 
and Snoqualmie Pass, WA Cascades near and west of crest - between Snoqualmie and White 
Pass, WA Cascades near and west of crest - south of White Pass 

Summary Danger Forecast For Saturday 

 

 
Overall Danger 

Trend 

Saturday: Considerable avalanche danger above 4000 feet and moderate below increasing strongly in the 

afternoon. Avalanche danger decreasing late Saturday night. 

 

Concerns  

http://www.nwac.us/education/dangerrose/

