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Background 

For the first time this fall, the Northwest Avalanche Center will host the Northwest Snow and Avalanche Workshop 

(NSAW). The 9th annual NSAW, previously presented by the Alpine Safety Awareness Program, is a professional 

development seminar bringing together professionals and avid backcountry recreationists for a full day of avalanche 

education presented by some of the leading avalanche practitioners in North America. Attendees include avalanche 

forecasters, ski patrollers, mountain guides, snow scientists, highway avalanche crews, search and rescue personnel, ski 

industry manufacturers and retailers, backcountry skiers and snowboarders, snowshoers, and snowmobilers.  

When and Where  

NSAW 2015 will be held on Sunday, November 8th, 2015 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm at the University of Washington HUB 

in Seattle, Washington. 

Details 

NWAC is welcoming ideas for talks on recent scientific research, technical innovations, avalanche education and safety 

topics, and overviews of ongoing research in the snow, weather, and avalanche field. Our preferred speakers have 

extensive first-hand experience with their chosen topic.  

If you are interested in presenting, please send us a short proposal letter or abstract that briefly summarizes: 

 The subject of your talk 

 An outline of your presentation 

 The practical and theoretical significance of this subject (to either professionals, recreationalists, or both) 

 Any other information that you think would make your talk interesting to our audience 

Feel free to include illustrations, PowerPoints, other graphics, or copies of original research papers as necessary to help 

explain your idea. 

Please keep in mind: 

 NSAW talks are geared to both professionals working in the field along with advanced recreationalists. It is 

appropriate for your talk to specifically address one of these audiences or both.  

 In a survey of NSAW 2014 attendees, 26 percent were paid professionals and 74 percent were advanced 

recreationalists.  



 

 We are looking for speakers who can convey ideas with clarity and concision. Lengths of feature talks may vary; 

the average length of an NSAW talk is 20-30 minutes including questions.  

 Speaker compensation and travel stipends may be available depending on experience and distance traveled. 

 

Send proposals via email to 

Scott Schell  

NWAC Program Director 

scott@nwac.us 

 

Submission Deadline 

September 15th, 2015 

Additional info and contact 

For more information, please contact Schell Schell at scott@nwac.us, 206-909-0203; or Benj Wadsworth at benj@nwac.us, 

206-276-4729 
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